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Report of the Selectmen. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Real Estate, 
Personal Estate, 

528 Polls, 

517 Horses, 

1464 Cattle, 

9609 Sheep, 

Stock in banks, 
Stock in trade, 
Money on hand, 
Stock in public funds, 
Mills and Machinery, 
Carriages, 

Hogs, 


ASSESSMENTS. 


State Tax, 

County Tax, 

Town Tax, 

Precinct, 

School District No. 1, Tax, 
School District No. 2, Tax, 
School District No. 3, Tax, 
Highway Tax, paid in labor, 


484,909 00 
52,800 00 
33,529 00 
38,338 00 
28,946 00 
37,400 00 
22,600 00 
284,052 00 
33,258 00 

3,000 00 
3,240 00 
046 00 


$1,423,781 00 


$3,064 00 
2,015 39 
7,471 45 
200 00 
600 00 
1,000 00 
300. 00 

2,000 00. 


4 
EXPENDITURES. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


W. B. Porter, Selectman, $160 00 
Frederick Watkins, ‘* 7 135 00 
Jefferson Wilson, ‘ | 120 00 
S. H. Porter, Town Supt. School Committee, 79. 99 00 
Wm. Brown, Dist. No.1, ‘ 6 15 00 
A. P. Richardson, Town ‘Clerk: 50 00 
T. B. Buffum, Treasurer, 25 00 
C. R. Crowell, Moderator, 10 00 
C. R. Crowell, Collector of Taxes, : 90 00 
Henry Burt, Supervisor, ~~ 20 00 
Albert F. Nine: $6 | 7 50 
Wm. G. Buffum, ‘ 25 00 

$756 50 


SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 
George W. Wilson, support of Mrs. Stevens, $16 00 


Mrs. John Smith, + Asa Pratt’s children,52 00 
Bb. F. Aldrich, house rent for Woodward wanes) 9 00 
G. P. Porter, goods delivered to <‘* 3 37 
W.B. Porter, medical attendance att Copeland, 23 00 
W. A. Bond, goods for 2.138 
H. G. ie pa BE 488 6 66 2 00 


Albert F. Nims, Pasturing Mrs. Stark’s cow, 1879, 11 00 
Horace A. Perry, coal for Frank Copeland, 1879, 4 72 
James H. Heald, cual & provisions for Mrs. Powers, 21 00 


$144 22 


HW) 


COUN TY PAUPERS,, 


Amount paid during the year, ) $471 22 
Amount received during the year, . 406 29 
Bills paid since Oct. 1880, now due from county, 5a 91 


TOWN HOUSE. 


A. K. Maynard, Stove for Town Hall, Tian ~ $$ 8 00 
E. K. Seabury, goods as per bill, aN G6 
G; BP. Porter, . Bee anaes ! it 78 
A: W. Burt, 3 cords wood, 13 50 
K. A. Watkins, repairs, - Dd! 50 
B. P. Owen, repairing stoves, Be : Ah Ab Taae 

$41 67 


TOWN LIBRARY. 


J. G. Bellows, appropriation made 1880, $100 00 
R. L. Ball, care and room rent, 60 00 
$160 00 


Rec'd from Fitchburg Fire Insurance Co., for } 
| damage to library, 62 50 


BLANK BOOKS and STATIONERY. 
G. H. Tilden & Co., books & stationery, 1879-80, $ 625 


G. H. Tilden & Co., order book, 4 87 
C. C. Davis, stationery and printing, 66 39 
T. B. Buffum, blank book, 2.00 
A. P. Richardson, 1879, 2 00 
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BREAKING ROADS. 


Haskall C. Towne, 1879-80, $10 73 
James Selkirk, 6 00 
L.:Pz-Pratt, 66 4 00 
Robert J. Cochran, sé 4 35 
Frank P. Allen, 6 4 80 
C. M. Russell, “¢ 2 00 
E. &. Merriam, “6 | 12 15 
Alfred Watkins, 66 4 80 
W. A. Maynard, a 8 75 
EK. E. Pressy, “6 ; 1 50 
A. H. Kingman, No. 8, ee 81, 43 50 
Geo. H. Gassett, 6 29 25 
Wm. Arnold, “6 15 75 
Chas. Btowall: $s 10 75 
Moses Elliott, snowing aus: aoe pms Bei 5 00 
A. A. Beckwith: 6 5 00 
Eli W. Graves, 7 00 
Edwin Guild, 1880-81, 27 75 
Geo. H. Gassett, No. 8, 1880-8], 20 47 
Charles Gates, No. 3, sé 13 95 
Warren Jennison, snow paths, No. 1, 10 25 
Harding Ball, No. 13, 40 08 
H. C. Towne, No. 8 2) Be 
Chas. E. Watkins, No. 5, 14 00 
Isaac P. Pratt, No. 7, 18 05 
Caleb Foster, No. 10, 3 35 
Wim. A. Maynard, No. 1, 4 00 
A. A. Beckwith, No. 12, 10 00 
Moses Elliott, No. 14, 9 00 
$375 55 


7 
HIGHWAYS AND RAILINGS. 


Alvin A. Beckwith, | $19 96 
E. E. Merriam, 21 74 
J. H. Heald, building new highway, No. Walpole, 57 69 
Charles Stowell, 20 11 
C. Fisher, surveying & work with road scraper, 6 00 
W. N. Stevens, 5 00 
¥. B. Knapp, gravel, 12 30 
M. Elliott, extra work on highway, No. 14, 13 10 
G. D. Hooper, extra work on highway, | 6 50 
Herbert H. Thompson, railing, 11 00 
Bart. Kiniry, labor and gravel, 8 00 
‘Eli W. Graves, : 4 50 
Edwin Guild, 1 46 
Charles E. Watkins, 10 00 
John W. Marshall, 1 50 
Moses Elliott, No. 14, 6 36 
$205 22 
POLICE. 

H. C. Podwin, $15 00 
Nelson C. Smith, 2 00 
Dennis Griffin, 4 00 
Bart. Driscoll, 12 00 
H. A. Perry, 1879, 5 00 
S. H. Porter, * 3 00 
Isaac M. Ober, aoe 
$42 25 


oe EE es 


SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS. 
Harding Ball, $5 00 
Lucius Wellington, 3 00 
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BUILDING AND Tapa aggro ts. BRIDGES. 


Benjamin F. Brown, $7 36 
A. A. Beckwith, . 42 46 
James Selkirk, 2101 feet plank, 23 1k 
F. B. Knapp, 1879, timber, | 22 90 
L. K. Wetherbee, 2499 feet plank, 7 26 24 
Charles B. Hall, 1468 feet Des 16 14 
G. W. Heald, 1 50 
Andrew Roy, ; 4 00 
Carlos KE. Dunshee, 312 feet plank, 1879, 2 90 
EK. K. Seabury, nails & stone, Bri 3 86 
Thomas Murray, labor, 2 UO 
Stillman Slade, timber, 3. 00 
Frank Dunshee, labor & timber, 3 50 
John C. Brown, labor, yet 5O 
Jerome Lebourveau, labor, . 18 00 
Bart. Driscoll, Wasa 6 QO 


Isaac P. Pratt, Sf 

W. P. Moriarty, i 

Henry R. Dodge, % 

H. G. Barnes, as 

W. Buffum, timber & stone, 
Albert H. We thine: labor, 

W. A. Bond, timber, 1879, 
George P. Roce: nails & spikes, 
Curtis B. Wilber, labor, 

Alonzo Jennings, plank, 

George P. Porter, nails & spikes, 


i) 


WOOD H WEP POO weNe 
Qn 
7) 


John C. Brown, stone & plank, OG 
Rk. S. Blanchard, 38-22 
BRAS Perry, No. 1, 1879, 10 00 
Joseph Fisher, No. 12, 4 00 
R. S. Blanehard, No.t, : 40) 15 


$435 40 


9 
WALPOLE AND WESTMINSTER BRIDGE. 


G. P. Porter, lantern oil and spikes, 1879, $5 10 

| a ye $s 1880, 7 12 

_ KE. K. Seabury, oil, 4 00 
Linus Willard, lantern, 1 10 
J. B. Dinsmoor, snowing bridge, 34 438 
R. 5. Blanchard, work on bridge, 2 AQ 
Plank & spikes for bridge, 1 40 
$55 25 

By house rent, 9 00 
$46 25 


Received of Westminster, 15 42 


eeserinectes ee, 


EXPENSES OF SCHOOLS, 1880. 


District No. 1, TY BTS 
66 2, 633 48 
6 35 174 54 
6< 4, 163 88 
<6 5, 146 10 
“6 6, 99 89 
z 7, 103 44 
6 8, 114 10 
As ms 114° 10 
pew. STO 146 10 
“s H1, 121 91 
“6 yen 178 10 
<6 13, 114 10 
66 14, 156 77 
2,984 96 
6 1, Special Tax, 600 00 
“<6 2. 6 6 1,000 00° 
<< 3; 6 6 300 00 
1,900 09 


et 


$4,884 96 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


R. S. Blanchard, mowing and raking cemetery, 30 


$4,190 


J. Daggett, damage to wagon, 1879, $ 10 00 
A. P. Richardson, reporting births & deaths, & 5 00 
James Dorney, and others, land damage new 

highway No. Walpole, 1879, 37 48 
Albert F. Nims, land damage new highway, . 

No. Walpole, 20 00 
C. B. Lucke, abatement of taexs, 1878 & 1879, 57 955 
Charles Gates, mowing Common, 1 50 
B. F. Webster, bounty, 60 
Dennis Flannery, abatement of tax, 1880, 2 48 
Edwin E. Webster, bounty, 6 20 
Geo. A. Blake, reporting births and deaths, 1 00: 
W. B: Porter, reporting births and deaths, 1 00 
C. B. Lucke, abatements, 1879, 1 80 
Robert J. Cochran, bounty, 80 
L. D. Pressy, abatement of tax on $1,000, 8 50 
Mary A. Cook, abatement of tax on $1,200, 12 24 
Esther Guild, ef 6 56! 
Aurora E. Kenrick, ¢é <6 on’ $1,000, 9 70 
Fred. A. Lebourveau, blacksmith’s bill, 2 90 
David Buffum, abatement of taxes, No. 1, 9:52 
Curtis R. Crowell, Col., discount on taxes, 475 89 
C. H. Graves, damage, insufficiency highway, No. 9, 5 00 
Wm. T. Ramsay, ce Wh Fee NOT. 6 00 
Caleb Foster, sé 66 660° NOL: hy, eae 
Andrew J. Gates, abatement of tax, No, 1, 2 67 
Oliver J. Hubbard, & others, abatement dog tax, “+ 4 00 
C. R. Crowell, Baten ta) 1880, 23:36 
S. M. Mitchell, surveying new highway, N. Walpole,3 00 
J. G. Bellows, attorney’s fees, 8 00 
Matthew Tole, watering trough, No. 2, 2 00 
James H. Heald, use of team and cash paid out, 28 62 
Henry E. Putnam, * fe spate 40 35 
Alfred W. Burt, <* the eerie sate Sok Vorwe 
Henry E. Putnam, bounty paid, 1 40 
Thomas B. Buffum, town bonds and interest, 3,336 00 


36 


Lis 
RECAPITULATION. 


Town officers, 

County paupers, 

Town paupers, 

Town house, 

Town library, 

Blank Books, stationery and printing, ~ 
Sheep killed by dogs, 

Breaking roads, 

‘Highways and railing, 

Building and repairing bridges, 

Police, 

Walpole and Westminster bridge, 
Precinct, i 

Expenses of schools and. school-houses, 
Miscellaneous, 


2 TOWN DEBT. | 
Bonds due 1882, 
Back interest due on bonds, 
Town officers and unpaid bills, estimated, 
Floating orders, 


ee ee eS 


ASSETS. 
Taxes of 1880, uncollected, 


Due from County on paupers, paid since Oct. 


court, 
Cash on hand, 


42 25 

. 938 15 

. 200 00° 

4,884 96 
4,190 36 


$12,050 01 


$3,000 00 
24 OV 
700 Go 
85 57 


$3,809 57 


$2,049 76 


5d 971 
240 00 


$2,345 67 


Present indebtedness of the town, $1,463 90 
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ESTIMATES FOR 1881. 


Paupers, all classes, 

- Highways and bridges, 

Town ofticers and contingent expenses, 
Support of schools, 

State tax, 

County tax, 

Bonds due in 1882, 

Interest on town debt, 

Library, 


Less—Savings bank and railroad tax, 


Henry E. Putnam 
James H. Heald, 
Alfred W. Burt, 


$300 
1,150 
1,300 
2,800 
3,064 
2,015 
3,000 
180 
160 


$13,969 


1,742 


$12,226 

All of which is respectfully submitted by | 

Selectmen 
of 


00 
00 
00 
00 


‘00 


39 
00 
00 
00 


39 
() 


64 


Walpole. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER, 
For the Year Ending February 22, 1881. 


RECEIPTS, 
Cash on hand, March 1, 1880, $ 602 65 
ae dG. B, Tsncke, Coll. taxes for 1879, 1,495 93 
ey interest on same,’ a1 30 
«© CC. R. Crowell, Coll. for 1880, 12,824 33 
‘¢ County for paupers, 406 27 
‘« B. Driscoll, Surveyor, highway tax not 

worked, 79 
*« for rent of bridge house, 9 00 
** of Henry Messiah, for tax abated, 85 

** of Fitchburg Fire Insurance Co., for dam- 
age to library, 62 50 
‘* for steps from cemetery, 75 
“* of Town of Westminster on bridge acc’t, 15 42 
‘* of State for savings bank tax, 1,238 83 
“of ss © S* yail-road: tax, 503 92 
ron. Mo ss “literary fund, 1/6 51 
$17 369 01 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid Town orders for 1879, $ . 93 62 
Bea $8 $§ ‘* 1880, 11,954 00 
‘<< State tax, 3,064 00 
“ County tax, 2,015 39 

Cash on hand, Feb. 22, 1881, | i" 240200 

$17,369 O1 


T. B. BUFFUM, Treasurer. 
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The undersigned committee, appointed to settle with 
the Selectmen and Treasurer, have examined their ac- 
counts and find them well vouched and correctly cast. 

__E. K. Seabury, 
H. A. Perry, {Anton 
B..P. Owen, 
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Report of the Superintending 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


For the Year Ending Wlarch ist., 1881. 


The close of another school year calls for a statement, some- 
what in detail, from your Superintendent to the people of the 
town, concerning the condition of the several schools. 

It would be easy to criticise and find fault with these in- 
stitutions, and especially with the methods in which the public 
money is expended under the present system. It seems as if 
it ought to be so arranged as to secure greater benefit from 
the $3000., more or less, annually set apart for school purposes 
inthis town. But at present there seems to be no feasible 
remedy for the difficulties which we meet. Our population is 
so widely scattered that it seems impracticable to consolidate 
the districts, as every town is allowed to do by law; and the 
districts themselves, that lie contiguous to each other, have 
made no arrangements to secure the benefits of such consoli- 
dation, while retaining their present organizations. Perhaps 
it is too much to look forward to any such change within any 
short period of time. It isthe earnest wish of your Superin- 
tendent, however, that some arrangement should be made by 
which the money now expended forthe support of schools 
may be spent to better advantage. But wader present cii- 
cumstances, our schools are, perhaps, enjoying as great a de- 
gree of prosperity as could reasonably be expected. There 
has been no serious trouble during the current year, The teach- 
ers, generally, have been efficient, earnest and satisfactory. 
They have given themselves to their work with a becoming 
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sense of its importance and value; and much as we might wish 
for better means of making their efforts tell upon the progress 
of their pupils, we feel that the work which they have actually 
accomplished i is worthy of our intelligent and earnest recog- 
nition. To a more detailed statement of that work, I now in- — 
vite your attention. 


# 


SI Tigh I OP A MEY I eA SY Se OY Sole 


District No. 1. Dr. A. P. Ricnarpson, H. A. Perry, 
C. C. Davis, Prudential Committee. . 

Each of the three departments in this district has peal in 
session thirty four weeks, divided as usual into three terms of 
ten, twelve, and twelve weeks. - The same teacher has been in 
charge of each school through the year; and on the whole, 
the fruits of the year’s work seem to me to be more satis- 
factory than they have usually been. 

In the High School, Mr. Crowell, who has had charge for 
so many years, has pursued the even tenor of his way, in- 
troducing such changes as circumstances seemed to call for, 
and giving all the pupils in his department clear and accu- 
rate instruction in the several branches which they have pur 
sued. It has always been a satisfaction to visit this school, 
and to note the attention and earnestness manifested by 
most of the scholars. Your Superintendent was pleased to 
notice the increasing attention given to the writing of com- 
positions, which has sometimes been made less prominent 
here than was warranted by its importance and value. The 
examples of work on this direction which were presented at 
the recent examination were exceedingly interesting and cred- 
itable to their authors. They indicated, in most instances, 
a diligence of research and a maturity of thought which are 
not common with pupils of their years. It has not been 
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found practicable to devote so much attention to reading, in 
this department, as seems desirable. Exercises in this 
branch have not been frequent. But we have been pleased 
to note the thoroughness of the work whenever it has been 
attempted. Actual progress in any branch of study is indi- 
cated, not so much by the number of recitations or exer- 
cises therein, as by the intelligent and earnest attention 
which is given to the subject when the class’ is called upon 
to show its proficiency. The mistake is often made of sup- 
posing that reading is not a study at all, but only a mechan- 
ical exercise, which requires little or no thought or care. 
No such mistake has been made by the teacher here; and 
we could wish that more time might be available for a per- 
sistent and thorough drill in this important branch of study. 


But on the whole, it seems evident that the people of the 
district receive as much advantage from the funds appropri- 
ated to the support of their High School, as can reasonably 
be expected. The only practicable way to give more time 
for the several branches in this school is to raise the stand- 
ard of admission—a subject which has exercised the thought 
of each succeeding superintendent, and been regularly laid 
aside as impracticable, in view of the many - difficulties 
which lay in the way. 

In the Intermediate Department, Mr. Samuel H. Porter 
has given the children a good deal of practical instruction 
in the elementary branches, and brought them well forward 
in ther studies. A class in United States History was  or- 
ganized during the winter term, the members of which were 
a good deal interested in the subject. The classes in read- 
ing, arithmetic, and geography, also received their due share 
of attention, and at the closing examination gave evidence 
of patient and thorough work on the part of teacher and pu- 
pus. It is this kind of practical drill which best fits schol- 
ars for promotion to the higher department. Mr. P. is en- 
titled to a great deal of credit for the earnestness and thor- 
oughness with which he has pursued his work. 
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Miss Jenny M. Ball, in the Primary Department, has car- 
ried on the good work which she had begun the previous 
year, and has gradually gained in efficiency and power from 
term to term. She has now been in charge long enough 
to understand thoroughly the disposition, temperament, and 
capacity of her pupils, and while the work becomes easier: 
to her, on this accouut, the fruits are more manifest in the 
growth and developement of the children. The Superintend- 
ent was unable to be present at the closing examination for 
the year, but has no doubt that the indications of faithful 
service, which were so marked during the several sessions, 
were abundantly confirmed on that occasion. 


District No.2. Jamrs Dorney, A. F. Nims, James Hen- 
NESSyY, Prudential Committee. 

At the opening of the year, it was deemed best to divide 
the school in this district into two departments, to be called 
respectively the Grammar and Primary departments. There 
were special difficulties at first, growing out of the fact that 
the two schools were kept at a distance from each other. 
These were happily. overcome by the building, during the sum- 
mer and autumn, of a new and substantial house, suitable for 
the accommodation of the two schools. 


During the spring term, the upper department was under 
the care of Miss Mary A. Clifford, who has taught before in 
this part of the town. In the autumn, Miss Hattie C. Riley, a 
graduate of the Keene High school, but without experience in 
teaching, had charge. She entered upon her work with zeal 
and interest and attained a good measure of success. 


The winter school has been under the care of Mr. Charles H. 
Howard, who has had previous experience as a teacher in this 
town. He has gradually gained in his power over the school, 

and, at our last visit, the indications were favorable to the 
progress of the pupils. We think it would be an improve- 
ment, 1f Mr. H. could put a little more force and energy into 
his work, and try to infuse more zeal and enthusiasm for study 
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into the minds of his pupils. We noted, however, agradual 
improvement in the order and in the promptness and accuracy 
of the recitations, from the beginning of the term to the date 
of our last visit. 


The lower department was, during the spring term, under 
the care of Miss Jennie F. Ball, who has before taught in this 
district. She did her work faithfully and well, and the schol- 
ars made good progress under her instructions. The second 
and third terms were taught by Miss Mattie J. O’Connor, who 
came to the school thoroughly prepared, but without previous 
experience. Her work has been very earnest and satisfactory, 
and, in the judgment of your Superintendent, the interests of 
the district would be consulted by retaining her services in fu- 
ture terms. 


A serious evil in this district hitherto, has been the irregu- 
larity of attendance on the part of the pupils. This was mani- 
fest, as in previous years, during the spring term, The record 
shows a decided improvement in this respect, during the fall 
and winter terms; but there is room for further improvement 
in the same direction. No teacher can do good work without 
regular and punctual attendance. Parents are earnestly urg- 
ed to see that their children do their whole duty in this regard, 
to the end that their best interests may be promoted. 


Districr No.3. Wu J. Prentiss, Prud. Com. 

During the first term, the school here was under the instuct- 
ion of, Miss Flora L. Guild, who had taught in this district be- 
fore, and who had also met with good success in other parts of 
thetown. During the two months of the session, the pupils 
were well trained, and the people, generally, were well satis- 
fied with the efforts of the teacher. 

There was no fall term on account of the rebuilding of the 
-school-house, which had been in bad condition for many years. 
The new house seems to be well adapted to its purpose, and 
is furnished with the modern seats and benches, which con- 
tribute so much to the comfort of the pupils. 
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The winter term commenced late in November, as soon 4 
the house was ready for o¢cupancy, and the school has con- 
tinued pleasantly and profitably to the present time. We 
learn that the session is to be a week or two longer. Mr. 
Prentiss, the prudential committee, who has been iu charge, ~ 
has a very happy faculty in getting along with children, and 
teaches a great many useful things in such a way as to secure 
their interest, and to win their good will. He succeeds also, 
in securing their active cooperation. It is to be hoped that 


we may have further service from Mr. P. in the schools of the 
town. 


District No. 4. Epwin Guiip, Prud. Com. 

The school in this district his been under the care of Miss 
Mary F. Kenrick, through the year. There have been three 
terms of ten, eight, and eight weeks. The teacher came to 
her work well prepared, and having had a brief experience in 
teaching elsewhere. She seemed at first to be a little lacking 
in confidence in herself, but gradually improved in this re- 
spect, from term to term; so that the last term was the best of 
the three in its results. 


There has been a pleasant and harmonious relation between 
Miss K. and her pupils, and the wisdom of keeping the same 
teacher from term to term has been abundantly manifest. It 
is to be hoped that Miss Kenrick’s services may again be se- 
cured in this district; and other districts would do well to 
make the position of teacher as permanent as possible. 


District No. 5. Grorart H. Hopsxins, Prud. Com. 

There have been two terms in this district, of nine and 
twelve weeks each. Inthe spring, the teacher was Miss Car- 
rie L. Wightman, who discharged her duties so satisfactorily 
that an effort was made to secure her services for the remain- 
der of the year. But she preferred to teach in another part of 
the town. 


The Prudential Committee succeeded, however, in en- 
gaging the veteran teacher, Mr. Charles Fisher, for the winter 
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term. ‘The school has, as usual, been small, but there has 
been a good degree of interest manifested among the the 
scholars. This is indicated by the fact that the average at- 
tendance was ninety five per cent. in the spring, and ninety 
eight in the winter term. The record also shows little or no 
tardiness. 


Disrrict No.6. EpwinE. Wessrer, Prudential Com- 
mittee. 


There have been two terms of school in this district, eight 
weeks in the spring and eleven in the fall. The number of 
scholars has been small—four during the first term and eight 
during the second. 


The attendance has been very satisfactory, being 100 and 
96 per cent. respectively, for the two terms. The teachers, 
Miss Carrie E. Webster and Miss Katie M. Fisher, though 
both beginners, evinced a remarkable aptitude for teaching, 
and succeeded in exciting an interest in study which is seldom 
achieved with so small a number of scholars. Though the chil- 
dren here have enjoyed so few weeks of schooling during the 
year, the parents and other friends of the school must feel 
that what they did have was very satisfactory. 


Disrricr No.7. Isaac P. Prarr; Prud. Com. 


The two terms of this school were taught by Miss Ada B. 
Cochran, who was well qualified for her work, and succeeded 
in exciting a good degree of interest, and in promoting the 
substantial progress of her small number of pupils. She serv- 
ed faithfully for twenty two weeks and three days. Some of 
the scholars were in attendance only a small part of the time, 
and of course their work was of correspondingly little value. 
But those who attended all the time, or nearly so, made good 
progress. 


District No. 8. Wuii1am N. Stevens, Prud. Com. 
Miss Cora N. Britton has had charge of this school during 
the twenty one weeks and three days for which it has been in 
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session. There was a spring and fall term, there being four- 
teen and nine scholars respectively. Miss B. diseharged her 
duties very satisfactorily, the chief defeet being a certain 
lack of enthusiasm, which is so helpful m inspiring scholars 
with zeal and interest. If she engages again in teaching it 
would be well for her to cultivate a deeper interest in the 
branches pursued by her pupils, as all such interest on the 
part of the teacher is contagious, and contributes not a little 
to the progress of the sclool. 


Districy No.9. Horace H. Hatt, Prud. Com. 


There have been two terms of nine weeks each in this dis- 
trict; one in the spring and one in the winter. The spring 
ferm was taught by Miss Katie Callahan, who excited a good 
degree of interest by her quiet and amiable bearing, and the 
scholars made good progress under her tuition. 

In the winter, the school was under the care of Miss Emma 
M. Dunham, an old and experienced teacher, who introduced 
some new methods of teaching which, m her hands, proved 
“quite successful. The closing exercises of the school were in- 
teresting, and the interest of the scholars in their teacher was 
evinced by a substantial and beautiful gift from them to her. 
Altogether, with the exception of the short terms, this has 
been a good year for district number nine. 


Districr No. 10. Joun W. Taccarp, Prud. Com. 

During the spring term, the school in this district was under 
the care of Miss Ella F. Marshall, a graduate of the Keene 
High School, who was well qualified for the place. It was her | 
first experience in teaching, but under her guidance the school 
moved along pleasantly and successfully to the close. 


Tn the winter, the Prudential Committee engaged the ser- 
vices of Mr. Frank B. Pierce, a member of the Junior Class 
in Dartmouth College. Mr. P. came highly recommended in 
point of scholarship and previous experience in the schoolroom. 
There was some disturbance in the early part of the term, 


23 


growing out of a case of discipline. But inasmuch as it ap- 
peared that some severity was needed to preserve order, your 
Superintendent decided to sustain the teacher; with the sug- 
gestion, however, that in future he should keep all corporal 
punishment as a reserved force, to be used only when nothing 
else would answer the purpose. 


This decision was justified by the result, as the school went 
‘on from this point, without a ripple of excitement to the close. 
The order was good, the teaching thorough, and the general 
interest of the pupils manifest. The clesing examination gave 
satisfactory proofs ef the good werk which had been done. 


District Ne.11. Dsznzex R. Taayer, Joun K. Tuayver, 
Prud. Com. 


Theelder Mr. Thayer died during the year, and his son, 
John K., was appointed to serve, as prudential committee, in 
his place. | 

Miss Lizzie J. Graves was engaged to teach during the 
Spring term. She was not new to the work of the school. 
room, having been approbated by a former superintendent. 
The number of scholars was small and the term only eight 
weeks in length. But notwithstanding these draw-backs, Miss 
Graves did good work, and by earnestness and attention to 
the welfare of her pupils, she secured their good-will and ac- 
tive cooperation. 

With a somewhat larger number of pupils, Miss Juliette 
Chappell carried on the goed work in the winter term, and 
during the eleven weeks of the session, imparted many useful 
lessons to the pupils under her care. Miss CG. has taught in 
many of our schools in previous years, and in this schovul she 
fully sustained her former good reputation. 


Districr No. 12. Mosres H. Knieuts, Prud. Com, 

There have been three terms of ten, eight and ten weeks, 
respectively, in this district during the year. Miss Georgie E, 
Randall, who has done such excellent service here in former 
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years, taught the first term, and her work fully came up to, if 
it did not surpass, the old standard. It was expected that she 
would continue through the autumn, but on account of some 
physical disability, she was unable 10 do so. 


Fortunately for the school, the Prudential Committee secur- 
ed the services of Miss Carrie L. Wightman for the second 
and third terms. Miss W. has performed her duties faithful- 
ly and well; and so far as your Superintendent is aware, to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. 


The interests of the school will no doubt be promoted by 
retaining her services, in future terms. 


Districr No. 13. Atrrep Warnins, Prud. Com. 


This district isin very great need of a new school-house, or 
a thorough repair of the old one. The present house has bern 
in bad condition for several years; and of course grows no bet-' 
ter from year to year. 


There have been two terms of school, one in the fall and 
one in the winter, amounting in all to sixteen weeks and four 
days. This seems a very short time devoted to schooling, in 
a whole year. The teachers, Miss Jennie F. Bull and Mr, Ed- 
ward A. Watkins, both of considerable experience, discharg- 
ed their duties satisfactorily, and in a better house would 
have been able to show better results. As it was, they did as 
much as could reasonably be expected. It is the earnest rec- 
ommendation of your Superintendent that this district take 
measures to secure better quarters for its school children, du- 
ring the ensuing year. 


District No. 14. Henry C. Rawson, Prud. Com. 

In this district, too, there is sad need of a new and better 
- house for the accommo?ation of the children. Some parents 
were unwilling to send their little ones to the present house 
during the inclement season, An effurt was made to secure 
an improvement in this regard during the year now closing; 
but for’some reason, the matterfell through. It isto be hop- 
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ed that renewed effurts will be made during the year ensuing, 
and that they will be crowned with success. 

The first and third terms were taught by Mr. Oliver Fisher, 
and the second by Miss Blanche H. Dexter. Neither of these 
teachers had taught previous to this year, but both were suc- 
cessful in infusing the principles of the different branches 
pursued into the minds of their pupils. 


a ST ta el SSA Wy Wk Sea DW A 


Leneta of Scuoots. By reference to the tables appended 
to this report; it will be seen that several of the schools have 
been in session less than twenty weeks, during the year. In 
general, it may be said that the outlying schools have been 
shorter than usual. This has probably been due chiefly to the 
marked increase of population in district No. 2, rendering it 
necessary to establish a new school in that part of the town. 
By the present method of dividing the school money, it is ob- 
vious that the sum appropriated to this district is increased, 
not only by the natural increase of scholars, but also by the 
seventy five dollars voted to each school, without regard to size. 
So in seven or eight of the smaller districts, there has been less 
than the usual amount of schooling. 


There are two remedies for this state of things. The town 
may either change the method of dividing the school money, 
so as to make it more favorable to the smaller districts, or it 
may increase the school appropriation. Of the two methods, 
it seems to your Superintendent that the latter is to be prefer- 
red, We cannot expect to support seventeen schools for the 
same amount of money which has usually been expended upon 
sixteen. The deficiency must, of course, fall upon some part of 
the town; and it seems to me that we cannot afford to lower 
the standard. Nothing is lost by giving these institutions a 
generous and hearty support. The fruit of this policy will be 
sure to appear in the increasing intelligence, stability and 
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character of our people. Without naming any particular 
sum, I simply offer this suggestion, as one worthy of earnest 
attention. 


Text Booxs. No important change of text-books has been 
made during the year. The publishers of Watson’s Complete 
Speller, A. S. Barnes & Co., of New York, generously offered 
to place that book in our schools, in free even exchange for 
the old book. After due consideration, your Superintendent 
thought it best to accept this liberal offer. The new book is 
a decided improvement upon the old one, which had been in 
use for many years, and was considerably out of date. The 
teachers generally have expressed themselves as well pleased 
with the change. The only other change is that of writing 
books, which was easily made, involving, as it did, no extra 
expense to the pupils, and tending to stimulate new interest. 


Many of our schools are deficient in outline maps. Every 
 school-house should have these maps upon its walls, for the 
purpose of fixing the general outline of the various countries 
firmly in the memory, to say nothing of other uses. A good 
set can be obtained for about ten dollars. 


Another great need, for all grades above the primary, is that 
of a large dictionary upon the teacher’s desk. In one or two 
instances I have not only found no such book of reference, but 
that no scholar, and not even the teacher had such a book at 
hand. In my judgment, every district should, in some way, 
provide either Webster’s or Worcester’s Unabridged Diction- 
ary to be kept by the teacher for the use of the school. The 
cost of such a book will be not far from ten dollars. 


Corporat PunIsuMENT. In several instances complaints have 
come to your Superintendent of undue severity in the govern- 
ment of our schools. In some of these cases, it has appeared 
that the teacher erred in judgment, while probably not trans- 
gressing the letter of the law. It cannot be denied that the 
tendency of the age is towards the abolition of corporal pun- 
ishmeut in the discipline of schools. Some of our best educa- 
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tors even go so far as to say that under no circumstances 
should it be resorted to. 

Your Superintendent is not prepared to take this extreme 
position. But he feels that every other expedient should be 
tried before resorting to force. The time has gone by when 
the rod can successfully be put into the foreground as a motive 
to obedience and fidelity in study. It should never be held up 
as a threat, and should be resorted to only in extreme cases, 
when it seems certain that nothing else will insure the peace 
and good order of the school. Like every other disagreeable 
and doubtful expedient, it should be kept for use in times of 
urgent need, and not be made so common that 1t comes to be 
regarded as a matter of course. When thus kept in the back- 
ground, it may sometimes be effectually used in emergencies 
which might otherwise prove very diastrous. Whenever it 
becomes an every-day affair, it is likely to have a very perni- 
cious effect. 


MisceLLANrEous. It remains for your Superintendent to con- 
gratulate the people of the town upon the general peace and 
prosperity which have characterized the schools during the 
past year. There has been no case of absolute failure on the 
part of any teacher; and the scholars have generally manifest- 
ed a spirit of earnestness and cooperation which has been 
highly encouraging to all concerned. It has been a great 
satisfaction, in going into the various sections of the town, 
to note the general willingness. and desire to do the right 
thing, so far as possible, in reference to this matter of ed- 
ucation. That this spirit may continue among our people 
is certainly much to be desired; and if it does continue, as 
there is reason ot hope, we have secured the first and prin- 
cipal element needed in promoting the perpetuity and 
strength of our free institutions. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


WILLIAM BROWN, 
Supt. School Committee of Walpole. 
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TABLE We. 3. 


WINTHR SCETOOLS, 1880-81. 


tee ee ae 3 4 5 9101112 13 14 


Length of school in weeks, - * * - * - {17| 8 |i2 | 9 [10/11/10] 9] 8 
Wages of male teachers per month, - » - 26 30 32 30/24 
Wages of female teachers per month, - . - - -| [28 234) _|30)26 

Number of scholais four years old and over, + - * - {16/20 {11 113 117} 9)17/13/10 
Number of scholats over sixteen, = = - ® . - 1/1 | 2 {2 | 2] 3] o} 2] 0 
Average attendante, = - “ * « 2 2 13/18.6}103}123/15} 8/15/11] 9}. 
es age of daily attendance , 2 = * - - 182/93 |98 [97 |88/90/90/85/90 
Number of tardinesses, > « * 2 - ~ - | 0] 3 {12 | 8 |29} 3) 1/80] 3 
Number not absent, =» “ “ . . . . 61 4 | 7 {10 | 5] 2} 1] 4) 1 
Number not tardy, - “ . . . - - 16/17 | 5 | 8 | 7 2/16) 9] 9 
Number neither absent nor tardy, - * - “ - 64 15] 71] 4] 2) 1] 2) 1 
Number of Visits by Superintending Committee, - - = 8 2 43 1-8 Pe erae 3 
Number of visits by Prudential Committee, . . - 1 10] 11] 1] 0] 0} 01 0 
Number of visits by all others, * 2 . - - - {24/10 |20 [15 [14] 5/87|13] 3 


REPORT OF THE TOWN 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


Your Committee respectfully submit the following report” 
as to the condition of the Town Library. Mr. R. 1. Ball 
has had charge of it as librarian the past year, and has dis- 
charged his duties with interest to the town and acceptably. 
to your committee, 

Forty eight volumes have been added to the library the 
past year; of which feur volumes were presented by A. H. 
Bellows, two volumes by Miss Emma Britton, five volumes 
by W. P. Mason and four volumes by B. P. Owen. The 
whole number of books in the library at the present time 
is 2496. | 

In consequence of the fire last October, the entire library 
was removed, from which cause seme unavoidable damage 
to the books was sustained. The committee with one of the 
selectmen, made the best terms of settlement with the in- 
surance agents possible, and were awarded $62.50 damage; 
‘which sum is held by the town and stands te the credit of 
the Library. 

According to the statement ef the librarian, more books 
have been taken out the past, than on any previous year, 
which shows conclusively that the towns-people cherish this 
invaluable institution more and more. The committee rec- 
ommend the usual yearly appropriation. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, 


Receipts. 
Cash on hand as per last report, $26 18 
“ received of librarian for fines, 4 76 
$5 : s§ “use of library, . 7-50 
ve * town appropriation, 100 00 
$138 44 
Expenses. 
Paid for covering paper, $ 9 00 
« G. H. Tilden, binding and repairs, 81 92 
“ C. C. Davis, books purchased, 61 50 
“ RR. L. Ball, extra service on ace’t of fire, 7 50 
< S “ books and freight, 1 380 
Cash on hand, .- 27. 22 
$138 44 


J. G. Bellows, ) 
George Aldrich, + Committee. 
Curtis R. Crowell, ) 
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